Library - California Historical Radio Society 


if 


ee (ik ) iD a 99 
hh 
THE WIRELESS PIONEERS 


ly 
wal) 
es ay oO —— ¢. 


| 
Dee 
VOLUME 1 NUMBER 1 & "SPARKS” © WINTER EDITION 1973 = 1974 


We will also try to publish a YEAR-BOOK and 
perhaps a DIRECTORY. The latter, every two 
or three years. Pages of "SPARKS" will 
carry vital info about new members to enable 
you to keep the last Directory updated. We 
will also include the names of Silent Keys, 
Personal ‘Changes of all kinds, Net Skeds, 
Coming Events and news about reunions, etc. 
We will add news, as space allows about 
things nautical and electrical that heaves in 
sight of theCrow’s Nest here at HQ. 


We invite you to "plug-in" to our communica- 
tion net and supply your share of the news so 
Nwiot very often do you receive a publication} that we will have plenty of copy on the hook 
with the "magical" NUMBER 1, VOLUME 1. Here | when we start to work up each issue. 
Slag (Turn to Page 2 Please) 
"SPARKS" is the name, 
WIRELESS is our game!" 


We have tuned up our equipment to make sure it; “4 [ ye ps heh 
is in resonance with all circuits and wave- We COMme Oat 
lengths, adjusted to reach all members. Decre- 

meter readings insure a minimum of QRM., The 


auxillary batteries fully cChargens Plenty of . “4! 
power. Chief Engineer has 'juice on' to the yg ‘2 Ps 
shack (didn't have to beg!). RI. down and i EZESH ji F 


gave us clearance. Emitted wave found pure UNPOLLUJED x, 
; : ee * 
ea 


and sharp. Hot wire ammeter gives plenty of 
radiation. Nearby Coastal Station says "QRK". 
We are in business! 


As you can plainly see -— your new publication 
will be "THE LOG" of every static room far and 
near. One who has spent many hours in this 
atmosphere of higher-learning knows that most 
operators qualify for a Ph.D. in not only 
Travel but 'Spark-gap' Electronics, Law, Poli-fe< ><> 
tics, Foreign Trade, etc. (to name a few). The 25 
University of Hard Knocks might even throw in ene 
a Magna cum Laude. Who knows ? Those who oo at 
have travelled the route are certainly entit- 


ed CO ud tis 


"SPARKS" will be published ery at the 
start. Perhaps in time, with necessary equip 
ment and funding, we can make it a bi-monthly 
or even monthly paper. However, we still 


plan to resume the annual PORTS 0' CALL which 

will be along in a few months. We Ou a LW 0 ors 
NEVER SO MUCH... FOR SO LITTLE ! heer eid 
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yn any field of human endeavor there is 


and compare the self-taught, the "homebrew" 
with the trained, the professional. This is 
something we all like to do and have great 
fun arguing pro-and-con. Don't we all agree 
that the 'homebrew' remedy to cure a headcold 
is better than any doctor's prescription ? 
They do work sometimes, too ! 


Inevitably, this debate will and does come uf 


when the amateur radio-operator's Maritime 
rig is compared with the ship's commercial 
radio station. The discussion is always fu 
the comparisons entirely unfair to both ama- 
teur and the commercial rig. These are 


two very different and very separate ‘animal g] 


One is amateur, one is professional. One is 


on-the-air when time permits and the "band igybut entirely unfair to both, whatever the 


open"; one is on-the-air 8 hours per day, 7 
days per week whatever the "band conditions" 
may happen to be, working traffic. 


The Radio Officer on board ship has no excuse 
ship's radio traffic somehow must be "cleare 
regardless of radio-propagation condition, 

interference or static noise. 
he is backed by the assistance of a world- 


wide, international marine telecommunications 


system.Organized, re-organized, developed an 
redeveloped since the early 1900's. This 

system, actually, consists of approximately 
2,000 multi-frequency marine coast, or land 
stations situated in all parts of the world, 


each one tied-in with the world's cable, tel- 


egraph and telephone "networks", and 22,000 
to 25,000 ship radio stations on board the 
world's merchant marine fleets, the whole of 


always the temptation to discuss, debate] 


In this effort 


And, youwanna’ know some- 

? Of this enormous volume of traffic 
to and from ships at sea, 95 percent of it is 
transmitted by human hand and received b 

hum ear in the dots=and—dashes of the int- 
ernational morse code. 
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Occasionally, the amateur radio-operator's 
4Maritime mobile rig on board a ship, or ashore 
qmay appear to rival the performance of the 

1 ship's commercial radio station. And the ad- 
ivent of single-side—band emission has indeed 
qmade voice-communication more possible from 
ships at sea. But, as I have pointed out, t 
compare amateur with professional ( or should 
I say, commercial ?) is always interesting 
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field. To operate an amateur radio rig on 
7 board ship or ashore is a happy privelege.To 
qoperate a ship's commercial radio station is 
an 8 to 24-hour per day service required and 
» enforced by international law. 


ooee Harry A. Maclaren 


We thought "Jock" Maclaren's article which he 
qtitled "GOOD FUN BUT _NO CONTEST" was excel- 
lent since we have heard many 'pros' and 'cons 
on the subject. Jock was aboard the S. S. 
"DELTA MEXICO" alongside at Santos Brazil 
when he mailed this article. He says that 

the ham bands have been pretty dead down this 
qway for some time but detects some improvement 
Jock hopes to be Home for Christmas, the 2nd 
in a row. Something new for him. 73 to all. 
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reetings to you all. Our good Earth, 
3 3 despite taking some pretty good Lambast 
ings this trip, is still on course and near- 
ing the turning point in her long journey 
through space. And, needless to say, we are 
going along with her, and it being that time 
of year, it gives me great pleasure to send.. 
from all the Officers of our Society to you 
and all the Friends of Our Society, warmest 


greetings and sincere wishes that the Holiday 


Season will bring you joy and happiness and 
old fashioned GOOD LUCK. 


We are planning an ambitious publishing sched 


ule for next year and chances for being able 
to maintain it look good. 
"SPARKS" you will read about the Society's 


inheritance from the estate of our loyal mem- 
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ber, Rudy Asplund. 


In another part. of 
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While it is absolutely essentual that we "pay 
f our way" from membership dues - and hopefully 


this inheritance to purchase much needed labo 
saving equipment to aid in getting out our 


Due to our energy shortage, especially gaso- 
line, the need of our chapters to increase 
Get-to-gethers are becoming more difficult 
to come by because of transportation and it 
may be necessary for some of our larger Chap- 
gters to divide sections into smaller units so 


fthat more could attend local luncheons, etc. 
i 


i) 


i) 


fit is something to think about. Again from 
your President, Officers and staff of S.W.P. 
A"GREETINGS TO YOU ALL". 

73 2g 


Eben K. Cady 
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TOP ROW MIDDLE ROW (L/R) 


1. Hahn 1. Marines, Unk. 
elleun 2. Loys V. Graham ae “ “ 
SB é 3&. Harry W. mee 3. Travis. B. Spears * 
4. Unk. 4. Douglas 
D- Unks 5. Leahy 
6. Chas Shortridge 6. Robt D.McMullen * 
4Zember Loys V, Graham (1246-P) furnished 7- Brink * 7. Paul Maurer 
pix of Class No. 10 of the Radio Material| 8. Leiper 8. Peg O'Neil 
School, Bellevue, D.C. of 1929. Perhaps you 9. Hoffman 9. Marine 


may Beri ait ae parece Wace Con ee aa 10 10 Marine (Collins)? 
personality Arthur Godfrey (standing ist row 

at right). Ye Ed Hepes two from Loy's BOTTOM ROW INSTRUCTORS (SITTING) 
pix. Al Goodrick (left on bottom row) came : 
to work for CAA. He later became an instru- fe ee ee (#)* 1. McKee 1st Sgt. 

ctor at our Kansas City School and later was ‘ 

in Charge at Grand Island, Nebr., where he died 4 Fe oecetnt 2. Herbst (CRM) 

circa 1963. A very fine gentleman. Also 5. Baan (CG) (CRM) 3. H reer 
"Clink" Clinkscales (6 from left in same row) 6. Clink 8 l (CRM) AION AD IEE beth 
spent some 6 weeks in Istanbul Turkey circa 7 B 5 n (CRM) ei 

1950 at a ICAO Conference in which Ye Ed was 8. aire ak CG) (CRM 4. Pelton (CRM) 
representative of the U.S.Department of State 9. attra fe (CG) ( ) 

Loys FS: 1923 on the USS CAMDEN/NAPR. He was | 15, ree eaee, 

stationed at NPL for a long period of time. y "THE WIRELESS PIONEER 


SR ee A en ee a ne ee i es eee ee 


2 “4, 2 all my efforts to make it work proved hopeless 
of a prom Merry é But interest had been aroused. I kept foolin 
oF é a around and in 1917 another R.I. in NY. took m 
to a meeting where I met Edwin Howard Arm+ 
The following from GEORGE P, BECKETT, 663-—P strong and his teacher Michael Pupin. Howard 
who keeps busy with his "Busy Bee Repair Shop'told the story of how he fooled around fruit-— 
in Ellensburg, Washn. FS: was at Dundas Bay jlessly (although he KNEW what he was doing(6) 
| tt ftps 
Alaska in 1925 at Station "KEY (Turn to Parco 


"Sure appreciate that 1973 Year Book with all 
of its stories and articles. Read the one on 
the old SS_CACIQUE, I sailed one year on her. 
Capt. Lindholm ... old "hands and feet". That 


was the last time she had a 3-letter call WBE TELL YOUR RADIOMEN WE 
At that time the old Arc Xmtr was gone and I HAVE A BARGAIN SALE ON 
had one of those leyden jar spark-—Xmtrs. DIRECTORIES OF VESSELS 


CARRYING YL OPERATORS— 
ALSO, WE GOT A SPECIAL 
ON REAL GROOVY SHAVING 
LOTION FOR SHORE LEAVE 


Wonder how many of the boys did as I did,bring 
back a couple of quarts of Peruvian "Pisco" 
stuffed in those leyden jars when the customs 
boys were busy ? 


Got out of the hospital first of Nov. which 

probably accounts for dla in sending in 1974 
dues. Nothing serious, just old age creeping 
up after 70 years plus of ‘riotous living'??? 


Best wishes to all my old sea#going friends. 
735 George 


HAWAII CALLING... 


GEOFFREY H, LLOYD —- 428-SGP who lives at 
Waialua, Hawaii says in his letter of Oct. 23 
that. . . "all energy is devoted to keeping 
his house from falling down and the Pacific 
Ocean coming through his property !" Like 
many, I had great affection for Dick Johnstong 
Bill Freeman and many others. Since not being 
a ham seems to exclude him from daily contact 
with brother members, feel quite left out. 


One item which might be of interest. About 

1915, while still on British ships, An Ass't. 
R.I. in S.F. named Ellery W,. Stone, gave me a 
de Forest Audion set with great claims for its 
superior performance. Due, either to my own eer 
stupidity or the set's inherent unelessness 
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BULLETINS 


INCREASING POSTAL RATES 


One of the disturbing aspects of our opera- 
tions is the frequent increase in Postal Ra- 
tes. This spiral in rates may have an impact 
on activities but we hope to keep our sustain- 
ing dues at the five dollar level and pledge 
our best to keep it this way. 
you can do to help, and we have mentioned it 
previously is that when you move... PLEASE 
SEND US YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS (COA) without 
DELAY ! Thus we can correct our records and 
mail new publications with some assurance they 
will arrive at the correct. address. 
be surprised at the number of "POSTAGE DUE" 
notices we pay for mail returned from members 
who do not think to change address when they 
move. Secondly it takes a lot of paper-work 

to try to locate members and time is in short 
supply here at HQ. When you move, please 
also include data on new TELEPHONE NUMBER, New 
Amateur Call, etc. etc. Your cooperation as 
mentioned so many times before -- WILL BE VERY 
MUCH APPRECIATED AND IT WILL ALLOW US TO GIVE 
YOU BETTER SERVICE. 


Stamped, return addressed envelopes are always 
appreciated when you write and wish a reply. 

You would be surprised how much this cuts ahr, 
time and expense in our operation. Do not, how 


ever provide us envelopes in bulk as we do not 
have means of filing same. 


OLD TIMERS WILL REMEMBER 


64 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 
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One of things f[fnow and then . 


You might] 


CALL FOR NEWS 


Since we are increasing the frequency of publish 
ing your Newsletter . . . SPARKS, we will be in 
q need of additional material from our members to 
qmake it sparkle. Wireless men have had a flai 
for the piquant and cogent life (pioneer or no). 
Their peregrinations and wanderlust has taken 
them into most harbors of the world and the ex- 
[I periences they could write about would turn mom 
Jack Tars into instant journalists fully accred- 
ited by the 'Fourth Estate'. 


You can do your bit by contributing a few lines 
i] - « and don't pull the punches. 
yWe will publish as much as possible -- however, 
qwe do reserve the right to edit down material 
{that might be too long for available space or 
Wwhich might start misunderstandings. 


i) 
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[Please send us photographs of yourself (close- 
up) and pix of the ships you sailed. Also, if 
hyou have pix of other ships, we would apprecia-— 
{te them for reference and later use. Also pix 
ot Coastal Stations and high-power installations 
plus equipment and personalities. (permanent or 
If loan be sure to mark them to be ret- 


THE “ORIGINAL” ? 
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ALRIGHT, LET'S GIVE CREDIT WHERE IT'S 
DUE—WHO SAVED US 'BY A WHISKER' WHEN 
WE DESIGNED THOSE FIRST DETECTORS...? 


PUBLICASTION SCHEDULES 


Our current plans call for the publication of 
your Newletter "SPARKS" on a quarterly basis 
starting December 1975. Deadline for copy will 
be the 15th of the previous month, If we can 
whittle down the mountain of paper and corresp- 
ondence, we will try to bring your member News- 
letter at even more frequent intervals, contine 
gent upon funding, postal rates, etc. 


PORTS O' CALL is the next publication up. We 
hope to bring it to you in March. Ultimately w 
hope to reverse the publication dates and issue 
the YEAR BOOK in the Spring & POC in the fall. 
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shortly unless world 


We will try to print 


died in 1957. 


ANDY SHAFER (CONTINUED). Regret to report 
the passing of Andy's XYL Christine on June 
17th 1973. Belated condolences. 


KYLE E. THOMPSON 908-PA, (W6BNJ ) 

Kyle reports that he hopes to join the gang 
on 80 soon. Reports Bob W6BNB... does a 
SUPER job as NCS, gotta be one of the best". 
Kyle says he has his own recruiment committee 
of 1... and on the job for SWP. 


One of our members who is knowledgeable about 
the body politic tells about a character- 
assassination device used during a recent pol 
itical campaign that succeeded. It is an 
example of actual and implied meaning of 
words. Exerpt as follows: '" Are you aware 
that (candidate) is known all over as a 
shameless extrovert ? 
man is reliably reported to have practiced 
nepotism with his sister-in-law and he has a 
sister who was once a thespian in wicked New 
0 War ae He matriculated with co-eds at his 
university -- and it is an established fact 
that before his marriage he habitually prac-— 
ticed celibacy." -- G.G. Tauber. 


REAR ADM, IRL V. BEALL 399-P 

Ivy reports from nearby Healdsburg that his 
next story -— "EAST INDIAN OF DETROIT - WGEI" 
is at the publishers. Also suggests reading 
the Fall (1973) issue of "Inland Seas" which 
carries a story by E. B. Williams about Henry 
Ford's Yacht " SIALIA" (WFY). Relative the 
group pix of Bellevue on P-4, might mention 
that Irl taught Arthur Godfrey code in his 
class circa 1927 at New London. Ivy has had 
longest tenure of office in 'wireless and 
radio' in the USCG than any individual. 
started in 1915. 


He 


JOHN PENAZ -— K4HYW_1321-P 

John recently told us that Ed Mariner's story 
of the "WAMCATS" in Alaska ( Starting P-113 
in the 1973 YEAR BOOK was of special interest 
to him as he served there from 1919 to 1923. 
He wrote a story titled ... "Return to Nulato 
which was published in the Alaska Sprotsman 
in Oct. 1968. This recorded a return.trip to 
station of early assignment made in 1966 whic 
was 44 years later. Tells about the changes 
at Nualto and the many friends who remembered 
him after these many years. We hope to re= 
print it if we can find space in an early 
issue. 

HUGO HAVET, JR. 328-PA 


Hugo whose QTH is with Aramco, Dhahran, in 
Saudi Arabia reported from stateside in late 


his credit while entering Eureka Harbor. 
brother James L. Barttro who was an early day spark-gapper. He 


9) 


November. Reported he was planning to return to Saudi Arabia very 


conditions changed plans. 


ALFRED J. BARTTRO -429V. 


Recent letter from "Bart" 
when the Liberty Ship SS James Wilson piled up on Ambryn Island, 
on a trip from New Caledonia to the New Herbrides in Jan. 


told of the SOS he sent on from KERK 


1943. 
Bart had a second SOS to 
Members may remember 


it in coming POC. 


RUSSELL §, ORMSBY "RUSS" 181-SGP 


Russ reports a new QTH: Moved to 2626 Jackso 
Street, St. Joseph, Mo. 64507 in late Nov. He 
has lived at Niles Michigan for some time. 
Sent along a pix he took during our picnic at 
Rossmoor in 1969 - forgot some of the members 
so ask to identify them. Says he finds each 
page of the last Directory intensely interest 
ing, 


In the early days of wireless we had high 
voltages jumping across one inch gaps, hence 
the moniker "Sparks." Skippers were wont to 
say that the noise of the spark gap carried 
further than the radio waves. -- Old Bart. 


REX L. MUNGER - 982-P 


Rex says that he thinks an article on the 


Not only that, but thifb types of ships constructed for WW-2 and the 


Xmtrs and Rers used on them would be very in- 
teresting -— slso the same for WW-1. Did any 
shipyard in WW-2 turn out as many ships as 


i 


were turned out by yard making "HOG ISLANDERS 


during WW-1 ? Rex sailed on two of them and 
said they were fine ships. Also Rex is one 
of two Rex's who suggested the N.L. name of 
"SPARKS". Radio Rex (Gilson V. Willets) and 
Rex Munger will have to divide lst prize* 
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"FOLKS, THIS MONUMENT REPRESENTS THE 
DAYS WHEN GRANDPA DID HIS SPARKING." § 
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Incidentally, some of our 
members may have served on the 
Sos. America after her name 
was changed to the S.S. EDMUND 
S. ALEXANDER as a troop trans 
port, 

Some of Charlies other assign. 
ments include the SS Oleun, 
Cuprum, Pres. McKinley, H. F. 
Alexander, City of Panama, 
Manulani, Adm. Schley, Ruth 
Alexander, W.S. Rheem, City of 
L.A.. Pres. Jefferson, etc etd 
Charlie has sure been ‘around'!!! 
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THE WIRELESS PIONEER 


CHARLES FE. MAASS -— 580-P (W2RTV) 


A 'Salute' to CM for his effort and hard wor 
to establish the ELMO PICKERELL CHAPTER (XI) 
during 1973. Charlie just returned from a 
trip to Europe. 


Among the many ships Charlie has served as 
Sparks, including the "Levi", the one pictur- 
ed below was his ‘home' during 1928 and 1929, 
It is the first S.S. AMERICA/KDOW, built by 
Harland & Wolff in 1905 for Hamburg-—American 
Lines and christened the 'AMERIKA" when sail) — Se “OO Oe 
ing for the Germans. She was siezed during yj JEPSON, WILLIAM L, 346—P "Jep" W6SRN 
Wicd along with 8 other German shipe which Hye nave just, received information from Rich 
renamed the 88 Leviathan. The SS AMERICA~1 J] ov, apsen poses poer ueR died on, Aug. 
after WW-1 was operated by the U.S. Mail Line 4 pitspDeroils BOY Bivens JED eager t 


: : § i in 1923 on the SS Socony KSAA 
at first and later by the U.S. Lines where assignment was in Re 
ie wa saeaiy ee kde cal 27 sake aes Largest Cabin! He also served on SS Monterey (Ward Line) SS 


Liner in the world - all tourist class During aw yan (EEC PMOIRL oC orice teempnien ioas 
WW-2 she went back into Government Service ga a adie ez a 


but in 1946 hit a floating mine in Bremer— {1959- SRI report SK of this member. 
haven Harbor which was repaired. She was 
scrapped in 1957 at Baltimore. TNE D « +S 
America (No. 2) was launched in 1939 by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt). 


UMany SWP members have gone into Real Estate 
after leaving the sea. One of our members 


iL he is No. 75-P and a charter member) says in 
y Showing property he trys to put the best 


{light on everything. He mentioned a Robin 
f Hood house. I ask..."What's a Robin Hood 
yj house ?" He said, "It has a Little John." 


i (Joke over - Oney) 


DeCHAMPLAIN, PAUL R. 280-SGP 


Paul says that when he got the 'bug!' circa 
1908, UWT stations in Puget Sound were all 


Fusing Continental Code. Probably because the 
poperators were being recruited from morse 


YJmen working for the Railroads and commercial 


ftelegraph companies. In working land sta- 
tions, they had to use both codes. Paul saic 


{he enjoyed the Jack Binns Chapter reunion so 
Uvery much. Enclosing a list of old timers we 


Uwill try and publish elsewhere this issue. 


& 
[ 


This picture of the S.S. America was taken 
in New York Harbor by Charlie. Charlies 1st 
ship was the (palatial Lumber schooner 
aE which ranked with but under the SS 
Celilo - A few years later he was sailing 
the Western Ocean on the Giant Levi/WSN. Her 
call later changed to WSBN. 


S.S. AMERICA 
i . NO. Ls) 
KDOW 


Built - 1905. 


First Name: 


S.S. AMERIKA 
(Hamburg-American 
Lines). 
Second Name: 
S.S. AMERICA 
U.S. Mail Lines 
U.S. Lines 


Third Name: 


S.S. EDMUND B. ALEX- 
ANDER. 


SCRAPPED - 1957 
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JOHN N. ELWOOD - - (Continued from Page 12) 


A word of caution here. Make sure you have 
your display well protected. Some of my 
friends have had their telegraph keys myster- 
iously disappear -- one of my Sea Captain 
figurines nearly went the same route. 


I might also mention that Hq. has already 
ask members to contribute old equipment or 
memorabilia of the early days of wireless 
plus electronic or nautical artifacts that 
might be used as "attention-getters" for our 
displays at future meetings. If you have 
some early day equipment or material which 
might fit, we would like to hear from you 
about it. 


I hope the fore-going has helped you in aid- 
ing Santa to fill the stocking at Hq. of 
your Society of Wireless Pioneers. We thank 
you in advance and wish each and every member 
a Joyous Yuletide Season and good health 
throughout the coming year. 


John N. Elwood 
Membership Chairman (VP) 


a ee i a gi IE cp 
JOHN N. ELWOOD - W7GAQ/6 


Activities of John and XYL Edith include a 
trip (camping) to Vancouver Island and the 
Pac. N. W. John says the Canadians have some 
of the most beautiful scenery in the whole 
world ... and they enjoyed every minute of it 
along with the hospitality of friends and 
many SWP'ers they met along the way. One of 
the highlights was a big family reunion of 
the family of XYL Edith at Portland where 
they saw family members they had not met for 
years. John also revisited with great 
nostalgic interest many of the 'duty points' 
where he was assigned during WW-2 (Army Air 
Force in those days). He stopped by Payne 
Field where their fighter control squadron 
formed, Port Angeles where they had a short 
billet with the Coast Artillary while D/F 
station was being installed at the end of an 
air strip and at Arlington Washn., (at that 
time a Navy Installation but they condescen- 
ded to allow an Air Force D/F station to oper- 
ate on their 'holy' ground). Also a side 
trip of "JIM CREEK" VLF radio Xmtr site. 


One of the 'projects' of the vacation trip 
was to try and locate 'telegraph' keys to 
add to John's collection - now becoming one 
of the most outstanding in the country (some 
106 different type at last count). John says 
his collection doesn't hold a candle to that 
of Louise Ramsey Moreau's outstanding key 
collection — however it affords him a great 
deal of pleasure as a hobby). During the 
trip of some 3000 miles, polking into every 
spot where he thought keys might be avail- 
able, he found only 11 and 6 were J-37's 
that he already had. 


During the year John and Edith manned booths 
for the Society at Burbank for LERC and dur- 
ing the last of Oct. a booth at the ARRL 
convention at the Sheritan Hotel in North 
Hollywood. Always a pleasure to meet bro- 
ther members of SWP who drop by. FB and a 
fine job - John and Edith. T.U. 


SET Sl SEE SSELLLSSLLEE_ELLESSSLESSSSVSSHZHZ 


13 


GOOW SAMARITAN 


We have a number of brother members who are 
confined to wheelchaires, or bedridden and in 
some cases paralized. Some would like to 
hear occasionally from some SWP member who 
becomes familiar with them and their problem 
and who would volunteer to act as a corresp- 
ondent to keep in 'contact' with such members 
to bring a little joy and sunshine into 

lives that are quite devoid of interest. 


If you would like to volunteer for this act 
of kindness, just send a letter to our Pres. 
Eb. Cady and he will list you. As the occa- 
Sion occurs, he will send you details of such 
a member and you can take it from there. 


We think it will give you as much of a 'lift'! 
as that of some unfortunate shipmate whose 
heart will go out to you in gratitude for the 
small amount of time it may take. 
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FROM THE SWP BAR.... 


The Golden Rule Cocktail is non-intoxicating 
but always exhilerating. To make it, mix one 
part each of faith and thanks; add charity 
and garnish with a helping hand. 
freely any time. 
DEOED OD DO CLD DD OD LD LD LD OLD ELD LD OLD LD LD OLD OLD OLD OLD LD OLD OLD LD OLD 
Trouble's caused less 
By things we don't know 
Than by things we know 
Which really aren't so. 


Indulge in 
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BAD CASE OF VIBROPHOBIA - YOU 

BETTER LOOSEN THE ADJUSTMENTS 

ON YOUR KEY — AND TRY SENDING 
LEFT HANDED FOR A WHILE 
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| utilization of the funds. 


Legacy 


Hudolph A.P. Asplund 


RUDOLPH A.P."RUDY" ASPLUND, Charter Member 
57-P, Society of Wireless Pioneers, died in 
the Chope Community Hospital, San Jose, Cal. 
Nov. 18th 1972. Death was due to cancer.His 
passing was recorded in the 1973 YEAR-BOOK 
on Page 48 (#72 Necrology Section). 


"Rudy" had great love in his heart for his 
old friends of the wireless fraternity. Afte 
he became a ‘silent key' we found the S.W.P. 
had become a legatee of his estate. The Soc- 
iety was named along with a number of member 
and one of our contemporary organizations to 
share equally in his will. 


The Society received a check for $20,000 in 
the initial distribution by the Court. It is 
expected that a small final distribution wil 
follow, at some later date. 


Since the Society has long been recognized 
as a IRS tax-exempt organization, and due to 
considerable work with the State of Calif., 
we were also granted the same recognition by 
the State - thus saving the Society approx- 
imately $5,000 in inheritance taxes. 


These funds are now deposited in savings acc 
ounts with the Wells Fargo Bank. Interest 
from the principal will be used for overhead 
expenses and perhaps a few items of labor- 
Saving equipment, much needed to cut down th 
work load and improve operations. The Soc-— 


| idety Treasurer, Lorin De Merritt has agreed 


to accept full responsibility of the funds 
and bonding. <A fiduciary bond has therefore 
been ordered covering Society funds in these 
accounts. 


A Questionnaire was furnished the Society's 
Directors asking for recommendations in the 
Most have given 
their recommendations and these will be con- 
solidated in a program (after ratification) 
for guidance and will be carried in future 
issues of "SPARKS" 


Tentatively, it seems most are in agreement 
on the naming of an 'Honorarium' in Rudy's 
honor - such as the "Asplund Medal of Valor" 
(or similar). Some future publications may 
also be dedicated in his name. 


The Directors also seem in general sgreement 
that a portion of the funds should be used 
to underwrite the publication of material 
that Honorary Member, Henry Dickow has don- 
ated to the Society — some three years of 
research and compilation, much in manuscript 
form. This is sufficient for several books 
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and would cover the early history of Wireless 
in a comprehensive manner —- well documented 
with research notes, pictures and bibliogra-— 
phy. Such books, if printed, would be furn- 
ished to members at cost on advance order/s 
and extra copies sold could help fund and 
amortize expenses incident to publication. 


There are also a number of Society programs 
that the funds will allow us to move ahead on 
and now held in abeyance. 


Your officers realize that this munificent 
gift brings added responsibilities and we plan 
to use great discretion in husbanding our 
funds so they are not dissipated on any pro- 
gram or plan that does not benefit our member 
and the radio-telegraph fraternity in a very 
direct manner. We want to make Rudy proud 
of the way we handle his inheritance. 


This providential 'windfail' will add insur- 
ance to the longevity of the Society and it 
may be hoped that by our actions, there may 
be others who will give consideration to the 
inclusion of the Society in their will, if 
they are so situated. 


We hope that this inheritance will fund a sub 
stantial part of our overhead expenses and 
enable us to carry on our annual program of 
publications and other work without the need 
to increase dues as most of our contemporaries} 
have found it necessary to do in this age of 
rising costs. We also hope to retain our 
non-commercial status in the sense that we 
will not need to solicit advertising or ask 
any outside sources for funds to carry on 
and/or compromise our complete independence. 


Now we should tell about this 'big-hearted' 
man. I would like to pay "Rudy" a glowing 
and touching tribute but I think his action 
negates the need to say more. Those who 
knew Rudy knew how deeply he enjoyed his 
friends of the wireless profession and how 
much they meant to him. 


Rudy's first ship was the S. S. BUCKEYE-STATE 
KDRW, in 1921. Then followed freighters, 
oil tankers and passenger ships -- too numer- 
ous to mention. Also shore station assign- 
ments including KFS, KPH, KTK, KYG, WPN, etc. 
Member SOS/CQD'ers Club several times over. 
Rudy's amateur call was K6KKW and his sine 
"LN" were at one time well known over the sea 
lanes of the world. "Thirty" now to a very 
fine gentleman. We have some very interest- 
ing stories Rudy has furnished us and we will 
bring them in future issues. BEML slag 
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Chapter News 


SCOREBOARD 


Following are some of the accomplishments 
and vital statistics that occurred to S.W.P. 
during the year 1973: 


NEW MEMBE RS e e e e se e e e e e e e e es 
REUNIONS &-MEBTINGS*HELD 6s. S's see 


APPROXIMATELY NUMBER ATTENDING, . .. . 
PUBLICATIONS 


NATI ONAL e e e e e e e e e e id e e dl es 


Newsletters (2); YEAR-BOOK (1) Directory & 
Call Book (1) PLUS 27 Weekly Net Bulletins 
for SWP Amateur Nets, PLUS 6 Executive Bul- 
letins to Officers. 


CHAPTERS. Chapter XI issued 3 Newsletters 
and Canadian Director A.W. Filtness issued 
two Newsletters. 


NEW CHAPTER, 


XI was established during the year. Some 


efforts expended to establish a FLORIDA Chap 


ter but while we have some encouraging re- 
ports, it is still in tentative status. More 
on this later. 


CHAPTER 1 -— GOLDEN GATE. 


This Chapter held 4 Reunions or meetings dur- 


ing the year, as follow: 


Feb, “ord 7) Villa 


Chartier, San Jose, May 19 1973 Business Meet 


ing, Santa Rosa, CA., August 3 - Armstrong 
Redwoods State Park -— Picnic; Sept. 29 at 
the Velvet Turtle, Menlo Park (with tour of 
the Electrical Museum at Foothill College. 


Donald P. Newman is Director of Chapter 1 anc 
also holds office protem until nffice of Sec. 
Unfortunately 


and Treasurer can be filled. 
Mr. Newman's work has kept him 'on the go! 


much of the time, he has had little available 


for SWP matters. Butler Osborne is the Pro 
gram Director for Chapter one. 


CHAPTER III (Dr. Lee de Forest) 


A very fine and well-attended reunion of SWP 
members in Chapter 3 area was held at the 
Brotherton's Farmhouse Restaurant, Pasadena 
on July 7th. Meeting and details arranged 
by Charlie Lee, Director. Fred Winckel had 
to give up his position of Sec. Treas. due 
to illness, however he did relieve Charlie 
as Acting Director during Lee's absence to 
Tahiti in late November. It might be noted 


that Len Sluyter W6BNO accompanied Charlie or 


his "South Sea Oddesey" this year. This is 
Charlie's 8th visit to French Polynesia...he 
finds the ‘barefoot thatched hut life on 
Moorea' hard to resist. However, both Fred 
Winckel (WI) and Lee did a 'back to nature' 
trip visiting the high country of Montana, 
Idaho, Wyoming and Nevada. Fred and Charlie 
W6QQB and W6PZY kept in contact with "civil- 


The Elmo Pickerill Chapter No. 


sc 


ization"through their mobile rigs. Al W60FL 
and Len W6BNO logged their 40 meter skeds. 


CHAPTER IV (OTIS MOREHEAD) 


The Chapter held a fine 'reunion' of its 
members at Live Oak Park near Fallbrook on 
Aug) 4351973, Fourty-six members and guest: 


Ev Henry is Director of Chapter 
III and Brandy Wentworth Treasurer. Ed. 
(Marriner W6BLZ who is the Chapters corresp- 
Jondent inform us that Brandy Wentworth was 
Lin 'dry dock' for some time but now better. 

Also reported Joe Hammell 423-SGP and now 87 
years of age in hospital at Vista. Joe start 
fed to sea in 1910 and spent 42 years at sea 
mostly on the WC. Joe was also a SOS/CQD'er 
Ii from SS Norwood. Reports Ben Jackson moving 
{into new home at 34061 Chula Vista Ave. Dana 
yPoint. Chuck Gemeroy 938PA home from dry- 
}dock after recent heart attack. Coming along 
Ufine and riding a bicle. Ed wonders if some 
yjmember might come up with a 3555 kes recei- 
Uver that we all could use —- any ideas ? Ed 
Ualso says he has a HW-12A Heathkit (80 mtr) 

jw/ AC&DC supply $140 takes it. If interested 
UCtc EdW6BLZ. 


| 


| 


yWe would like to mention that several years 
ago Ed Marriner made the suggestion we have 
UDECALS made up for use on automobiles and on 
jackets or sweaters (cloth patches). He was 
quite intrigued with the idea and on his own 
with approval of Chapter IV made a number of 
U We suggest if you can use them for 
I}promotional purposes, you contact Ed-W6BLZ 
tHe will furnish them to you at near cost 
price: 


(Chapter News Continued on P-18) 


ANOTHER THING — 
NO MORE TRIPS TO THE 
PILOT HOUSE TO CHECK 
THE COMPASS BEARING— 
THE SKIPPER IS TIRED 
OF THAT EXPRESSION : 


"MAN, YOU'RE RIGHT ON." 
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SERIAL 


1295-V 
1296-V 
1297-P 
1298-PA 
1299-P 


eS 
WELCOWS 
LOT a 
SociETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 


NAME OF MEMBER 


SMITH, J. LEE * 
PRICE, EDWARD K. ‘TED 
McVICKER, GEORGE R. * 
LONG, Lt.Col.JAMES E. 
DARGATZ, RICHARD Dick 


1300-SGP DODGE, JOSEPH B. bs 


HANDLE (WIFE) 


eee nena nnn enna naan een nnn NAS SANA SSSRSSUSSSSSSSSESSASSSSSSAESES ESATA ERR EEO 


Edith 
Eugenie 
Erma 
Gayle 
Gerda 


PHONE 
213/852-8614 


914/834-0745 WB2SNE 70 Hillcrest Ave. 


707/996-4491 
405/737-8776 


(DL-1-XA) Hermann-Lons-Weg 6, 2852 Bederesa,Wesermunde ,W.Germany 


Deceased Oct. 28 1973. 


1301-PA STOLBERG, ELTON V. "EL" Pat 
i1302-PA BELLIVEAU, STANLEY J. "Stan" () 
1303-PA CHRISTOPHER, DON G. Don Sigrid 
|1304-PA COATS, CHESTER C. Chet  Reatha 
|13505-PA O'BRIEN, PATRICK M. Mike Sharon 
1506-PA FELS, JOHN V. 3 Patricia 
|4307-PA JANAVEL, MICHAEL J. * Q 
1308-P THOMS, EARL H. Earl Eugenia 
/1509-PA GUY, RICHARD WALTER * Joyce 
'1310-P JULIAN, IRWIN * Rhoda 
1311-V ADAMSON, GEORGE A. * Marion 
1312-PA DUFRESNE, JOSEPH A. * () 
1315-P CRAMER, HOWARD K. 2 Elva 
1314-PA FAULKNER, ROBERT E. "Bob" () 
13515-P KELLER, THOMAS B. Tom Marie 
1316-PA ALATERAS, ANTHONY G. Tony -- 
1317-PA YOUNG, ROBERT N. Bob Sophie 
1318-PA MARTIN, KEITH A. ‘3 Mariko 
1319-P ORCUTT, FRANK J. Jo. Mitzi 
(1320-P GAGER, FRANK M, ig Myrtle 
1321-P PENAZ, JOHN Jo. -~ 
1322-V WELLER, HARRY H. - Mildred 
1323-PA WILLIAMS, RUSH J. Jack Ellen 
1324-PA POPE, MICHABL J. Mike Gerry 
1325-P RANDALL, MERRILL D. Red Marjorie 
1326-V MARGOLIS, SAMUEL "S" Beatrice 
1327-P BIRD, FLOYD J. : Barbara 
1328-P GREENWAY, LEWIS D. Lew -- 
1329-PA NEIMA, LAWRENCE G. * Marlys 
1330-P PIRTLE, JOHN H. ¥ (6) 
1331-PA FERRIN, GERRY A Jerry Mickey 
1332-PA HANNERS, CAPT. W.F. Walt Frieda 
1333-PA HICKS, WALTER J. Walt Anne 
1334-P HALE, ALFRED M. Fred Morna 
1335-PA DINGWALL, George C. * Eileen 
1336-PA MAVER, JOHN W. * Nancy 
1337-PA KEISTER, WILLIAM W. * = 
1338-PA HILER, LT.COL.J.K. Ken Mary 
1339-V FARTHING, ELMER E. Gene Barnett 
1340-P THOMAS, W. Donald Don Luna 
1341-P RICHART, RAY W. Ray Gertrude 
1342-PA MOLKENTHIN, RAYMOND F. Ray Mary 
1343-PA WEST, LT.COL JAMES P. Jim Ded. 
1344-V SEIMES, MARVIN S. Marv. Ermine 
/1345-SGPVAN DYKE, JOHN - -- 
1346-V DINGER, HAROLD E. Hal Edith 
1347-PA HOLLOMAN, BEN F. Ben Mary 


237-P 
464-P 


(New Members to Christmas 1973). 


McKINNEY, JOE H. Mac. 


HILL, HERBERT H. (COA) Herb 


Berenice 


207/422-3563 
206/243-0081 
805/251-1029 
503/442-5269 


207/856-6457 
602/252-6131 


206/282-8602 
604/298-4391 


416/722-9976 
602/885-1676 
415/443-5861 


216/941-5391 
713/864-7875 
602/266-7004 
415/939-0989 
305/642-7247 


301/UN4—1935 
805/736-0991 
714/444-6544 
313/371-0870 


401/685-9617 
516/285-1986 
415/237-1982 


701/237-6877 


301/248-4127 
602/356-7478 
707/422-5180 
305/452-1072 
705/645-5179 


604/385-3783 
213/798-9345 
703/552-4187 
305/723-3335 
305/642-5323 


305/444-7922 
414/261-2496 
717/392-3629 
714/447-2038 
914/297-2953 


301/894-2850 
214/352-7754 


512/379-4639 
206/284-2422 


—— <_< >) 


CALL 
W6AWP 


None 
None 


W1UN 
W10Q 
W7AYO 
None 
None 


K8LEN/1 
None 


None 
W7DJ 
VE7TT 


K6LD 
VESSX 
WA20GO 
None 
WAGINK 


WB&GKU 
W6LZL 
None 
K6YL 
W4J0 


MEMBER 


ADDRESS CITY 


3457 So. Walker Ave. San Pedro 
Larchmont 
Sonoma 


Tinker AFB 


P.O. Box’ 3s6 
5319 Cook 


Star Route 


P.O. Box 6144 Seattle 


28652 Lakecrest Ave. Canyon Country CA 91351 


P.Ols (Box #25 Wasco 


100 W.Washn St. Phoenix 

(2020 First National Bank Plaza. 
USCGC Staten Island FPO Seattle, 
0412 - 39th Ave. West. 
P.O. Box 3359 


Seattle 
Vancouver 3, 


1178 Aztec 
1218 Prince of Wales Dr. 
Box 19, SR-1 Anchorage 
326 South Kenyon Drive Tucson 
1276 Arlington Road Livermore 


Topanga 


4280 West 137th St. 
300 Pecore St. Apt.30 
5606 No. 10th Ave. 
916 Alfred Ave. 

2752 SW ord St. 


Cleveland 

Houston 
Phoeniz 
Walnut Creek 
Mi ami 


West Sullivan ME 04689 


Ottawa K2C 1M9 ONT. 


AZ 85003 
98799 
WA 98199 
B.C. 
CA 90290 


AK 
AZ 


99502 
85710 
94550 


44135 
. 77009 
85015 
94596 


35135 


STATE ZIP 
CA 90751 
NY 10538 
CA 95476 
OK 73145 
WA 98188 
OR 97065 
Westbrook Garden Apt#25, Westbrook ME 04101 | 


WSLST&W8FDH 4006 Queensbury Rd. Hyattsville MD 2078 


K4HYW 
W6IP 
WB6LXG 
None 


W1JBB 
W2ERU 
W6EXE 
None 
WB@HGM 


WSCDL 
WA7RYS 
W6KOU 
K4PQ 
VESBG 


VE7AKO 
W6MQK 
W4SQ 
K4KHT 


W6QL0 
W2POL 


ot 2) 3 

WAM Maner” 24s Waedlend Aves, Wantuch LTaNWolico3 
Mail: P.O. Box 386, Roseland, Fla. 32957 4 

W3KH & W8KG 2106 Keating St.SE.,Temple Hills MD 2001 


WSCP 


WA7CSH 


935-B S.W. 44th Ave. B-211 Miami FL 35154 
1405 West Walnut Ave. Lompoc ( CA 93436 
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12 Donna Drive Portsmouth RI 02871 
North Sea Road Southampton NY 11968 
3430 Tulare Ave. Richmond CA 94804 
11050 -— 8th Ave., N.E. Seattle WA 98125 
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216 South Neiman Ave. Melbourne FL 32901 
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34 Dorothy Heights Rd. Wappingers Falls NY 
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